Dooument  No.  8137* 


Page  1 


'J.  Pleaso  state  your  full  name,  rank  or  rating,  branch  of  service, 
r.ei  ial  number  und  permanent  homo  address. 

f  ?!y  name  is  I  James  Hector  COLE.  Private  First  Class,  United  States 
.  larir.e  Corps/l  ferial  Number  200867.  My  permanent  home  address  is 
Base  Line,  San  Bernardino,  Ca j ifornia. 

State  the  date  ycu  entered  the  U.  S.  Mn/ir.o  Corps,  the  dat9  you 
woie  sent  cversons  end  the  date  you  returned  from  overseas, 

A.  I  enlisted  in  the  ’J,  S.  Marine  Corps  on  8  January  1940;  wai  sent 
overseas  on  2/  de.roh  1940,  and  returned  to  this  country  on  5  October 
1945. 


State  the  organization  with  which  you  wore  serving  at  tho  time  of 
your  oepture,  and  where  and  by  -whom  you  were  made  a  prisoner  of  war. 


A.  At  the  time  of  my  oapture  I  was  sorving  with  the  Amor loan  Embassy 
Gus-rd  at  Poking,  China.  I  was  ceptured  by  the  Japanese  Jung  Army 
(Japanese  military  police). 


Q«  ohat  were  your  majer  places  of  imprisonment  and  your  major  movements 
while  you  ware  a  prisoner  of  war? 


A.  I  was  made  a  prisoner  of  war  on  8  December  1941.  From  that  timo 
until  February  1942  I  was  at  the  Shanghai  War  Prison  Campi  then  at 
Kiangwan  War  Prison  Camp  until  December  1942;  at  Fongoai  iYe.r  Prison 
Camp  until  Kay  1944;  and  at  Hckajate  Camp  pi  until  August  1945. 

Q.  Can  you  name  or  identify  any  of  tho  enemy  officers  or  persons  in 
authority  at  your  places  of  imprisonment? 


A.  Yes.  Colonel  ODERA  was  the  commandinj  officer  of  the  Shanghai 
War  Prison  Camp, 


Q.  Do  you  have  direct  personal  knowledge  of  any  incident  coourring 
while  you  were  a  prisoner  which  improperly  subjected  any  American  national 
to  harm  or  the  possibility  of  harm  bocouse  of  the  act  or  omission  of  any 
enemy  national? 

A.  Yes. 


Q»  Ties  so  describe  this  incident,  in  detail,  with  particular  reference 
to  the  circumstances  under  which  it  ooourred  and  the  manner  in  which  it 
happened. 

A.  At  the  Shanghai  War  Piison  Camp  whore  I  was  a  prisoner  of  war  from 
1  February  1942  until  9  Larch  1945  I  saw  a  Japanese  guard  shoot  and  kill 
an  American  civilian  by  the  namo  of  REYNOLDS  on  about  10  llaroh  1942. 
REYNOLDS  was  captured  on  ><ake  Island.  The  circumstances  surrounding 
this  fatal  shooting  were  as  follows*  REYNOLDS  was  standing  approximately 
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'i.  Please  state  your  full  name,  rank  or  rating,  branch  of  service, 
serial  number  and  permanent  home  address, 

"•  ?!y  name  is frames  Hector  COLE,  Private  First  Class,  United  S+acc3 

iiarir.e  CorpsTj  borial  Number  2DC867,  liy  permanent  home  address  is 
Base  Line,  Sou  Bernardino-  Cajifornia, 

State  the  date  ycu  entered  the  U.  S.  Marino  Corps,  the  date  you 
weie  sent  ever seas  snd  the  date  you  returned  from  overseas, 

A.  I  enlisted  in  the  U»  S,  lianna  Corps  on  8  January  1940,  was  cent 
overseas  on  27  March  1940,  and  returned  to  this  country  on  5  October 
1945. 

State  the  organization  with  which  you  v/ore  serving  at  tho  time  of 
your  oepture,  and  where  and  by  -whom  you  were  made  a  prisoner  of  war. 

A.  At  the  time  of  my  oapture  I  was  sorving  with  the  American  Embassy-’ 
Guard  at  Poking,  Ghinae  I  was  ceptured  by  the  Japanese  Jung  Army 
(Japanese  military  police).  _ 

Q.  o'hat  were  your  majer  places  of  imprisoumsnt  and  your  major  movements 
while  you  ware  a  prisoner  of  war? 

A.  I  was  made  a  prisoner  of  war  on  8  December  1941.  From  thax  timo 
until  February  1942  I  was  at  the  Shanghai  War  Prison  Camp}  then  at 
Kiangwan  War  Prison  Cano  until  Ee comber  1942}  at  Fong cal  War  Prison 
Camp  until  Lay  1944;  and  at  Hokajato  Camp  pZ  until  August  1945. 

3.  Can  you  nemo  or  identify  any  of  tho  enomy  officers  or  persons  in 
authority  at  your  places  of  imprisonment? 

A.  Yes.  Colonel  ODERA  was  the  commandinj  officer  of  the  Shanghai 
War  Prison  Camp, 

3-  Do  you  have  direct  personal  kno  rlodgo  of  any  incident  coourring 
while  you  were  a  prisoner  v.'hich  improporly  subjected  any  American  national 
to  harm  or  the  possibility  of  harm  botouse  of  the  act  or  omission  of  any 
enemy  national? 

A.  Yes. 

3>  Pleeso  describe  this  incident  in  detail,  with  particular  reference 
to  the  circumstances  under  which  it  ooourred  and  the  manner  in  which  it 
happened. 

A.  At  the  Shanghai  War  Prison  Camp  where  I  was  a  prisonor  of  war  from 
1  February  1942  until  9  Larch  1940  I  saw  a  Japanese  guard  shoot  and  kill 
an  American  civilian  by  the  name  of  REYNOLDS  on  about  10  1'arch  1942. 
REYNOLDS  was  captured  on  ><ake  Island.  The  circumstances  surrounding 
this  fatal  shooting  were  as  follows i  REYNOLDS  was  standing  approximately 
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nine  foot  away  from  the  fence  whioh  surrounds  the  prison  oump  when 
a  Japanese  gucxd,  v.hoco  name  I  do  not  know,  asked  him  a  question. 
REYi'JJLDS  replied  by  pointing  to  himself*  Ab  this  instant  the  Japanese 
guard  ruised  hi3  rifle  and  fired. 

From  ooptomber  1943  until  February  194/ ,  I  worked  as  g  polisher 
on  three-inch  anti -aircraft  shell  cases,  .;e  were  ordered  to  finish 
sixteen  cases  per  day,  >?hen  we  failed  to  finish  this  required  number, 
Japanese  guards  have  made  me  and  others  stand  at  attention  then  they 
would  hit  us  over  the  body  and  head  with  clubs,  rifle  butt3  or  any 
other  object  thev  would  be  carrying  at  tho  time. 

I  was  forced  to  stand  at  attention  in  front  of  the  guard  house 
at  Shanghai  -'ar  Prison  Camp  with  other  prisoners  stripped  of  all 
clothing  for  periods  covering  tnree  to  four  hour’s.  This  wa3  during  the 
winter  months  when  tire  temperature  was  below  froe?J.ng,  Liyself  and 
others,  while  stripped  of  our  clothing  and  still  at  attention,  were 
hit  with  olub3  and  other  objects  and  severely  beaten.  Several  men 
developed  pneumonia  duo  to  this  punishment. 

<7as  any  reason  for,  or  explanation  or  justification  of  this 
inoident  ever  given  to  you  by  an  enemy  national? 

A.  The  reason  they  stated  was  for  failure  to  have  the  right  attitude 
as  a  prisoner  of  war,  failure  to  salute,  or  failure  to  bow  upon  meeting 
any  Japanese.  _ _  .. 

Q.  Does  the  testimony  you  have  given  cover  all  the  pertinent  details 
of  this  inoident  which  you  are  now  aoie  to  remember? 

A.  Yes. 

STATE  OF  CaLIFORI  IA  t 

i  SS 

County  of  Alameda  t 

I,  James  factor  COLE  of  luwful  age,  being  duly 
sworn,  state  that  I  have  lead  the  foregoing  transcription  of  my 
interrogation,  consisting  of  one  page  and  tliat  all  answers  contained 
therein  are  true  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

/s/  J a  me b  H,  Cole _ 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  sixth  day  of 

October,  1945,  at  Oakland,  California.  #  , 

-  /y  Janes  0.  Oullott 

(hank)-  Lieutenant,  U.S.’UR, 

STATE  OF  CALIFORNIA  » 

t  SS 

County  of  Alameda  i 
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I,  Lieut.  Jane  a  0.  O'JbiUTT,  I. j.”.  certify  that 
(Harne)  Jures  : lector  COLJ,  (Rank)  i  fo,  J.t,  (AST1)  2RJ3G7,  personally 

appeared  before  nt  on  tlio  sixth  day  of  October,  1945,-  and  testified 
concerning  v/ar  crir.es;  and  that  tho  foro  ;oinr  is  an  aocurate  transoription 
of  too  answers  iven  by  (hiri)  (her)  to  the  several  questions  set  forth. 

Pluoej  Onklnr.  U  California 

Dute  i  6  October  1945 
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